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¢

‘ Senato¢ Eastland (D-liss) relnased today the testimony of
Seweryn ulaler who untll %ebrudry of thls year was avfornnr top
Communist’ propaoandlst in Poland. Ire Bialer’'s testlmpny deilc
in part with his exnerlencgs in the Polish Communlst Party ind

sets fortn sonc v1ews on tbe present changes in Polang whlcn arsj

baseo on tnose etperlences‘ ese vwews afford one 1nterpre atl?n
of events transpiring in Poland today. '
veen N R & ‘, B . L
I’ry Bialer’s answers were given to the Subcomnmittee on

Tuesday, October 30th,

SCOPZ OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES

‘ I
. .. United States Senatge,
Subcomm;ttee to Ipvestigate the Adainistrat:m
of the Internal Security- Act and, ther
Internal Security Laws, of the
Committee on the Jud;clary,
Washlngton, D. C.

Tne Subcommlttee 1et pursuant to noLlce at 12 55 p.r.,
in Noom 817, Senate Office uulldlng, Senator William E. Jenner

presiding.,

Present: Senator Jenner

' Also present: Poaert uorrls, Chlef Counsel Jay Sourw1ne
Associate Counsel; William A, T usher, Adninistrative Counsel, and
Benjanin llandel, Dlrector of “esearcn.

Senator Jemner. l.r. Xaryski, will you be swyorn?

Do you solemnly sweay that you will truthfully translate
the questions and answers put to the witness, so help you Goc?

ire 7arskii. Yes, Senator,
ir. Lorris, fhat is your name?
Ilrs Xarski. Jan Farpgki, Prof essor, Georqetown Unlver51ty.‘
Do N % |
“lr. Torris. You have acted as 1wterpreter for Ir. Blalor,;
have you not? .
iir, Xarski., Yes, sir; I did.
lir. orris., All right.
Now, Senator, will you swear in i.r. Bialer?
Sengtor Jenner. Do you swear the testimony given at this
hearing will be the truth, the wiole truth, and nothing but te
truth, so help you God?
::re Bialer (through jnterpreter). I do.

TESTI:ONY OF SEWERYN BIALER,
(THROUGH JAN ARSI, INTERPRETER.,)

LT "orris. Your wamu is Seweryn 3Bialer,

i, ulalor, the oenate Internal Security Subcommlttee in
uornection with its activities in tryinc to understand the full
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nature of Soviet activity, Soviet and Communist activity here iu
the United States, is particularly interested in knowingy something
of the developments that are now taking place in Poland,

Ameng other things, we noticed that the American Communist
Party, through its official organ, the Daily Worker, is applauding
the activitiles of Gomulka and other Polish Communists who are
taking what appears to be an independent course of action from the
Soviet Union,

Now, because events abroad and events here in the United
States are' so closely interrelated, as you well know, we would
appreciate, for our official record and under oath and based on
your own long experience in the Polish Communist Party that you
‘have*related to us, we would like vour interpretation of these
evenis.

Mr. Bialer, I think you have made clear to us that there
are two forces at work in Poland today. One is a force cenerated
by the people and the workers for a liberalization, a relaxation,
of the heavy control on the part of the 3oviet-controlled Polish
Communists that has existed.

That is one trend, is it not?

lir, Bialer. Yes, basically, although I would add to it
that this force wants not only a liberation from the Soviet Union
but is also basically anti-Communist.

tire ilorris. And then you have also told us, have youa not,
of a second force, and that is a force that operates within the
Politburo of the Polish Communist Party, which tends to bring
the Polish Communist Party more and more away from the tight central
control that has existed in the past?

Have I stated that accurately?

Iir. Bialer., Basically yes, but I would add too that it
is not only within the Politburo but within the whole Party.

lfre liorris. The International Party, you mean?
lr. Bialer, The Communist Party in Poland.
lire ilorris. From the Politburc down?

lir. Bialer. Yes, down.

ir. lorris. At the present time, lir. Bialer, which is the
predeminant of those two forges? e - -

1ir. Bialer. I think that the direct cause of the present
situation in Poland was the first cause, the popular movement, the
popular feeling; and because of the strength of that force the
present Farty leadership could emerge.

lir. 1lorris. And you have testified to that effeot.in your
previous appearances before the Internal Security Subcommittee,
have you not?

Iir- Bialeru Yes-

lir. Horris. And since your last appearance you find that
the trend wihich you forecast at that time is becoming even more
pronounced?

iir, Bialer, Yes, except that I was not so gure that
Gomullka would come to power.

The fact that he came to power means a basic change in the
reality in Poland.

lire liorris, 3ince your last appearance, then, the chance
that has emerged has been the ¢rowth of Gomulka?
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. Mx,nBia;ex, Yes, the mest impoftant event vhich took place
in Poland in the last menth wag that the popular movement became even

stronger and gave opportunity to Gomulka to get power within the
Communist Party. o .

- ilx, Liorris. -Now, Gomulka has always been a hard-core
Stalinist Communist, has he not?

i _lire Bialer. I don’t think one could say this. I think
that in the years 1945-1948 Gomulka held views which later on
were strengthened, and those views could not be branded as
Stalinist views., o , . ‘
. - 5 . [ . P ; i
At that time, in the years 1945-748, there was no possibility
for his views to be implemented, _ -
T S % . TR R : :
: Natyrally, basically he was alvays a Communist, alwaye he
was_for dictatorship; but on very many issues he held views which
could not be branded as, Stalinist. . . : |
. . 3 . . ) 4

Iir. liorris, Mow, T poticed the other day, iir. Bialer, that
there was a reported ne ¢onversation betveen lir. Khrushchev and
¥« Gomulka on relatirns between the Folish Government and the
Joviet Government. i:ir’t it an unusual development that they
should have released tie tert of a phone. conversation between
:iry Khrushchev, and. i.r, Somulka? . : ; |

PR I -4 L T . R

Lr, Bialer. It is a,very extraordinary event and I.under-
stand it in this way: Gomul%a, realizing the anti-Soviet feelings
among the Polish masses, wanted the Polish masses to learn about
the tenor of fhe cepnversatipn, knowing that it would strengthan
his prestige and power. ‘ .

iire Souryine. Isn’t,it egually possible that iir. Zhrushchev
would have had to assent to the making public of this telephone
conversation before it would be done?
ur. Bialer. One should not exclude any possibility, although:
as far as I know this is basically against the rules, which are
that this kind of relation hHetween .the Communist leaders should nat
be knoyn to the general public, Co ;

’ ot

How, the second proof is that, although the text of the

conversatigon becane known in Foland, .it was withheld from the
Joviet public opinion,

‘ «iZs i.0rris. You have prepared for us, have you not, iir.
Bialer, a short paper, nine and a half pages of which I would
like to male reference to at this point, and that is a sort of
& sketch, a historical sketch of events leading up to the present
crisis? i

o : ‘ ' : - | i
. ir. iiorris, T would li%e to offer for the record at this
time this paper, which I now shov you.*

g I .

R0 ; T
I'r. Bialer. Yes, sir.

You have prepared this, have you not?
Ilr, Bialer. Yes, sir.

ilre Yorris, Iir. Bialer, I know that you are uniquely
qualified to testify about events in Poland because of your long
experience in Poland, buf in view of the fact that you also are
a student of Communist a#fairs generally I wonder if at this time
you would be willing to ansver a few questions on the Hungarian
situation? .

' . 4 ' Q |

! wt . n ° ! ; i
If T can, naturally it would be mv pleasure ta.

llr, Bialer.

Jir, Ilorris. In your opinion has there been a trend '
developing in Huncary similar to that you have outlined in this
paper here today?

Y __The portion of this stateuent placed in the record by Judoe
oryls is set forth at the end of {he testimony.
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Lir. Bialer, Yes, I am convinced that it applies also to the
situation in Hungary, and this I say on the basis of my acquaintances
with:the Hungarian Communist leacters, as well as my status with
respect to present reality.

Naturally, the basic difference is that in Hungary at the
last moment, in the last days, a bloody revolt took place which did
not take place in Poland.

and, of ‘coursze, I would like you to keep in mind that the
basic difference between the two situations. I would put it in
this way; in Poland the present Communist leadership got to power
half an hour before the revolt was to take place, and in Huncary
half an hour after the revolt actually did take place.

If Gomulka had not taken power in Poland exactly at thrat time,
most probably the same revolt wouid haye taken place in Polard.

Iir. Sourwine. Are you saying, in other words, that the
accession of Gomulka prevented a revolt in Rland, whereas the
accession of Nagy followed a revolt in Hungary?

lir. Bialer. 'Yes,‘sir, exactly.

liry liorris. Therefore, it would seem to have the effect--
the imposition of the Comulks Govermnment on the one hand and the
Nagy Government on the other hand, were really attempts to put,
as it were, a stove lid on this uprising that has taken place?

lirs Bialer. Yes; both Gomulka and Nagy, identifying
themselves with the anti-Joviet feeling among the masses, were
a form of isolation against anti-Communist movements.

Hr. Ilorris. An-in the case of Hungary the thing got
completely out of hand, did it not?

Ir, Bialer. Yes; in Hungary Hagy came to power too late, you
might say,. .

lir, liorris, In other words, this device of keeping the 1lid
on a popular insurrection succeedsd in Poland and did not succeed
in Hungary?

lir, Bialer. I would say that in Poland it worked and in
Huncary apparently it did not.

1ir. liorris. Do you feel that this trend, which you have told
us about in your previous testimony and again here today, as well as
in this short paper that you prepared for us=--would you say that
this trend is still operative in Poland?

lir, Bialer. Yes. You mean independence from the Soviet Union?
lire liorris, Ho, By “this trend” hi meant this drive on the
part of the people to demand a certain amount of freedom anc
relaxation of controls, S ‘ : .
lir Bialer. Not only am I sure that this continues, but it
¥ill gain in strength in time because there are better conditions
or it. : , ,

ire liorris. Do you mean that as more relaxation of coatrols
is granted to the people, the stronger will be their demands?

l:x. Blaler. Yes, sir, ydu are correct.

I would add this, that the Polish people for the first time
have learned that they are strong--that they can win certain of
their demands. . .

. Before they were as if asloep under the Communist terror.
How they are, as if, awakened,

And I do believe that, once being awakened, they will continue
this process.
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lir, liorris. Now, do vou feel that this device of, as it
were, a stove lid government, used to keep this thing under control,
was something initiated by Xhrushchev?
. } ) ; . Aot aer o g o

com e e joei
lir, Bialer, I don't think so.

As far as I understgnd the situation it worked this %ay: ,
Indeed after the death of Jtalin Khrushchev and the Soviet | .
leadership wanted certain minor changes which would deceive world
public opinion as to the nature of the Soviet methods. However,
once they started this, it got entirely out of their control
and assuped such proportions that I could not identify the present
state of affairs witﬁ their original initiative,

I would go further. I think that the present Soviet
leadership will have to recognize the developments in Poland and
in Hungary, although certainly it will not mean that they aze
satisfied with it.. v . : . i

They realize that they_are too weak to put it dowm. ‘

L R V ! FE P . . ' J |
lix, liorxis, DBut tlhey do have, as it were, the situation
under control in Poland? . «

lir. Bialer. I don’t think that ther have the situation in
Poland under control presently.
‘ Liro S N TR S o 1
I believe th3t Gomulka has under his control, at-least
partially, the situation in Poland., This does not mean, hovever,
that it is the Soviet leadership which has it. .

. |
TR - gy T ! R A ) z 1
lir. Sourwine. If, as vou have described them, both
Gomulka and Nagy are a sort of prophylactic against freecom, or
as :ir,. uorris hasrsaidfl stove lids on the. flame, if Khrushchev

did not apply the prophylactic or put on the stove lid who cid?

. RS SO TR CUNE: Feb g e A
Iir. Bialer.  ‘fel), I would put it this way: I think!thafl
the leadership of the Poiish Communist Party, all the leadership
of the Communist Party--and for that watter alsp of the Hungariar
Communist Farty--do not like Gomulka or Nagy. -They probably
consider them as precisely stove lids, in this situation which
has emerged in FPoland.

6 gl 0 S e ‘
However, they are forced by circumstances to recognize thém.
LTRSS ‘ oo i =0
i i "i' LA A ' RIS H ¢ : N % ) |

lirs. Squrwine. Thev are using them for their own purposes,
in other woxds?

i’r. Bialer. Yes. Thesc people, they pushed Gomulka in
order to save the situvation, but they do not have any intention
of identifying themselves with what Gomulka really is.

|
I consider that Comulka really irants more freedom frgm
Russia presently.
I I B P ST T RIS S G AN .
~iiy. Courwine, You pake a digtinction between wanting
freedom and wantipg freedop from Russia? |

N Y IR T i
iir, Bialer. Yes, yes, I think this is a big differerce.
hat is freedom? It is freedom from Communism.:

.- lir. Sourwine. GCo ahead and explain that a little bii, wi?}
you? . :

. ; el e

lr. Bialer., GComulka is a Communist, but he wants the
Polish Communisi Party to be as much independent from the Sbviet
Union as possible. He wants to be a master in his own houst anc
he wants his Paty to be a master in their own house.
T ’ X e s R ; SR P

However, this I would differentiate from ‘giving freedom,

since he wants Communism to dominate in Poland, and tihis means

the dictatorship of one Communist Party in Poland. ;

. . lir. Sourwine. ‘Jonld you say that Gomulka is interested in
Polish freedom from Joviet domination if it does not also ipvolv§
power LorafmewedBor Release 2004/06/23 : CIA-RDP58-00597A000200140032-2
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cwry Lialers Tow; I otldik that such is the reality, such

.was. the development of events,

) Although he came to power originally thanks to the support
3r the Soviet Union, finally he assumed the position which you

defined,

-Mr.bSourwiﬁe. I aﬁ afraid I don’t havé én‘anéwer that I
uncerstand yet., '

' I am trying to find out if you thin): that Gomulka divorces
his own ambition for power from his desire to have the Communist
Party of Poland sever its ties with Russiqg. '

liri"Bialer. Yes, sir, this is as you say.

 Hr. Morris; ‘Now, Yagy, the counterpart of Gomulka in
Hungary, is the one who called on the Ped Army to keep himself in
powery.,

Yould not that reflect a relationship, if Nagy is the
counterpart of Gomulka, which would be sligh.tly at variance
with what you have told us today? .

«Iir, Bialer. "Tell, I don’t think that I am-at variance with
my previous statement, since I maintain that the problem concerns
only power, and both Gomulka and Nagy are preparcd to use Soviet
forces in order to maintain themselves in power.

.

The best proof.is that in the years 1945-1048 it was
exactly due to Joviet support that Gomulka got power in Poland.

But there is a difference of circumstances in Hungary and
Poland, 1In the case of ilagy, in order to obtain power, he needed
Soviet forces., Gomulka hac a different situation, He got power
without the help of Soviet forces, and having actually achieved
pover he does not nged any more the Joviet forces,

- lr. 3ourwineﬁ " In other words, you are saying that the
maintenance of themselves in powerris the important thing, the
most important thing to both of these men?

Mr,‘Bialer. Ygs, undoubotedly.

hatever differences they have with the Soviet Union, they
have one thing in common: it means maintenance of Communisn.

lr. ilorris, Iawe you reac the statement of Tito which is
reported in the morning papers today?

lir. Bialer, l!llay I see it?
Yes, I read it before.

lir. {iorris, It would appear from the account of that
statement which I have just shown you, ir. Bialer, which appeared
on page 20 of the New York Times for October 30, 1956, that Tito
is opposed to the uprisings in Hungary.

lir. Bialer. I understood it the same way.

tir, ‘orris. The basis of his opposition to the develcopments,
such as they were, in hisopinion damaged socialism in general, as
well as peace among nations.
‘4 i o N B -
Ir, Bialer., Yes. As far as I understood Tito’s state@ent
e condemns ‘everything which took place in Hungary which would
undermine the position taken by Nagy, vwhich means everything that
would undermine basically the Communist regime in Hungary.

I'r, liorris., Excuse me, did I understand you to say that
Tito’s position would be opposed to Nagy’s position?

foro iix. Bialer. Nd, Tito woulg oppose in Hungary gl% thoige

] Wi v, } i st re

o nen e R B e £ GAOM o SO ABBRN B0
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lir, llorris, But to speal concretely, the Nagy regime?
" Ur. Bialer. The ilagy recime. '
S RO s 7 IS R A

‘ lir. ilorris, Co that anything that went further than the
imposition of the so-called stove lid government of Magy in Bungary
tras the thing that drew opposition from iir. Tito?

* ¥

lir, Bialer. s I understand it, Tito realized that in
Hungary there are tyo streams--one powerful stream supporting a
national Communisa independent from the Soviet Union, and
repres§nted by Hagy, and the second stream hich opposes Communism
as such.

g o Cag e 2l :

o

! Titp supports the first force, which means national Coamunis:

hea&edﬂbykﬂagy, and violently opposes all other forces which would
like to strive against Communism. -
v [ o EEI¢ I

‘This is what I undergtood from Tito’s statement. Of course,
I do not *pow 1f from one article we can understand the position
of Tito as such, basically.

LY. liorris., Yes, I understand the limitations, but Ti:o
in the statement refers to “reactionary elements that use the
present evénts for their anti-social aims.” By those he means
the people that would upset Hagy? B ' ' ;
. . . I

‘Hr, Bialer, That is the second stream I was speaking about,
against which Iitoxprggounc%dihimself.

e 0 B R

fo" j_“‘.,p!“ [ A B - - S A £ NERE . [N ,
. ;‘Igf! rg}ﬁhw;YQﬁterd%xﬂaftexnopn I had a session.with i
perfon who was, a very important Soviet official but who defecied

from the Joviet organization. His defection, hovever, considerahlv
antedates yours. But he did know on a very personal basis all
of the top functionaries of the present Russian Communist Party.

He interprets the present developments in this Fashion. llay :
present h}§:Fi9W§.%ﬂd get YQuE commgntslqn that? e
" “He''Believes that the top councils ‘of the Soviet Union

decided that they would be more effective in their efforts to
contyol .the whgle yoyld if {hey use the device of independent
Communist, parties. Dy using independent Communist parties they
would ke able to carry on their insuryegtionmary ork in the
various countries of the free world without the stioma of
lloscowy, | ‘{W it_is his, gontgntion, that a very small group being
privy to this plan could carry on and agcomplish the present
results, whereas at the same time.the .rank and file of the FParty
would not necessarily have to be privy to that development.

juxtaposition to this otheptview?_ . .

I weondeg,. lir. Bialer, if vou could give your view, in
. .

4iry Bialer, I find ane weakness.in this type of speculation,
This speculation takes it for granted that a kind of a plot. in
an elite group, a small number of people, can decide the issue,
while as we knov the masses came into.play presently and of course
the masses complicated entirely the picture. ,
E N BT S B Croemyre, o v 5y PR R FRECE ¥ b et ’

At dees not woxrk as that small group of people planned it
to work, even if it was true t)gt they did jt. =~

¢ oo However, I must stress that the gentleman is absolutely
correct when he says that such were the plans of the Soviet
leadership.,

I remember in 1954,’m%en still I'was in Poland, that the
official line was: Poland is an independent country. That )
means that we were required to say to the world that Poland iz an
independent country, However, tle difference is that at that time
Poland was not an independent country, while today there are certain
changes in Poland. ' )

. . i
LIRS I | V TR e e

T I CT R AT S Y TS S T S SOl R B
So, I would conclude an this way: T‘hatever were the plans--
and plans there were, as that gentleman told vou--the reality
4sveloped in a different way, If got out of control.  The masses
fiered tie piecture and now tlie situation is not as planned but as
e nasses d?c%a%e. ’ : .
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The strategy of Khrushchev basically wanted events to go.in this direction,
but the reality got out of control, new factors entered the picture, and things®
went much further.than they wanted them to go.

‘This s ;;hy I dé}ibt if what 1s actually happening behind the Trén Curtain
could be called Soviet strategy, '

M, Yorris, We héd an ':I.nst;a\n:qe A?Lg_éﬁ week of a refugee,
& Polish refuges, returning to Poland, and we noticed that the arrangements
for that vere handled by the Soviet fmbassy here in Washington,

That situation, Mr, Bialer, points up the primary concern of the Internal
Security Subcommittee with these developments. It 1s of prime importance to

the ‘Subc.oxgh:iit'ﬁe'e that we analyze the various activities of the officials in

the Hungerian Legetion, the Soviet Fmbassy, and the various delegations to
the United Nations, '

 Don't you think that the fact that the Soviet Union handied the re-
defection of a Polish jmmigrant was of some significance at this time?

Mr, Bisler, I couldn't give you, sir, any specific answer, sirce I
consider that this speczific case does not provide me any material, I would
have to know who the immigrant was, what the circumstances were, and so on.
Perhags such a procedure was necessary. ' ’ :

I have not enough material to pronmounce myself one way or the cther.

Mr, Sourwine, I should like to ask this, First, as a preliminary
matter, we all know it's very difficult to know what a political-reslity is.
If Mr, Gomylke does something which we presume Mr, Khrushchev wants him to
'dg,. We never know whether he does it because Gomulka wants to do it or

because Khrushchev vants Gomulka to do it,

On the other hand, there is a reality which we can look at, and that
is the matter of military control, The Soviets control the military in
Poland, and they control the military in Hungary, Their own forces ere in
Hungary, They have Rokossovsky in charge of the Polish Army, They massacred
the flower of the Folish Army et Katyn. ‘ '

The purpose obviously, or a major purpose, at least, was to emasculate
the Polish Army ag a Polisfx force and to create a situation in which Soviet
officers would be in the top ‘echelon, And that situation has been created.

Now, would you ‘agree that as long as the Soviet Union controls the
nilitary with its own forces or, as in the cdse of Poland, with its own
officers, there can be very little freedom in that nation from the Soviet
Union, in the last analysis? ' '

M, Bialer, ¥Yes, I understand your reasoning, sir, where you are
driving at, and I am in full agreement with you.

 But the situation in Poland, ae I see it presently, does not respond
to your description, Rokossovsky is no longer Kinlster of Defense and
Coumander-In-Chief of the Folish Army, He left, He left yesterday, His
succeasor is definitely Gomulka's man, '

The control of the Polish Army is no longer exercised by a man who is
outside of the Polish Communist Perty, as was Rokossovsky; it is directly
under the leadership of the Polish Communist Party.

" Ag far &s we can suppose from Gomulka's statements, the so-called Soviet
experts are in the stage of leaving Poland,

Mr, Sourwine, You say that Rokoesovsky 1s no longer Commander-In-Chief
of the Army? ‘
' Mr, Blaler, Mo,
Mr, Sourwine, Who took his place?

Mr. Bialer, Bordzilowskl, and aﬁove all Spychelski, both Gomulka's

supportars,

Spychalski wes in jail several years for anti-Stalinism and Bordzilowski
is & gemuine Polish general--well, that word "gemuine"--I do not remember now
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exactly his paet, but I em sure I could put it this way: he i3 not & $oviet,
general.

i‘v‘ * 4o b [ 1
Mr, Sourwine, wbuld you say that this presages the withdrawal of the
Soviet officer corps in the Fbiish Army and the turning over of top commend
throughout the Army to Polish gfficere?

1 LIS ’ : LE [ : f : i
Mr. Bialer. I am deeply convinced of‘thie. - ) i
[ R BV P St IR i s 7-

Mr, Sourwine. If that ie done what would you eay 1t meana? i

coduds [ oo . : .

e, Bieler. I interpret it thle wey: that indeed Gomulka and hle
followere want ‘a genuine internal independence from the Soviet Union and want
to.have full control of the Poiieh armed forces themselves.

Pt MR S IR b ey i R 1

M. Sourwine, In the eame veln, do you foresee’ the withdrewal of Ruseien

armed forces from Hungary? ]
voob e T N H 1'

1 ‘
Pb. Bialer. 1 think that. thie is more than probable. .
o i s
Mr, Morris, At any rate, a gauge of your view will be whether or not
there will be an sarly evecuetion of Soviet forces from both those courtriee
will it not? )
I

[o— N .
i ] i

; w&. Bialer. I didn't understand

!
W&. Nbrris. A gauge of ygur interpretation will be whether or not therL
ie an early withdrawal of Soviet forcee from thoee two countries?
S R TR crd
}@. Bieler. We are speek ng about Hungary end Poland now? W ' |

SR I St ST bl B

i
As fer as Poland is concegned, I do not believe thet the Soviet div1eioLs
will be w1thdrawn from Polan ’

4
£ari

|

But I believe thet the leederehip of the Pblish Army will be teken by

the Polish Communiets. i
R RERE PO - SR A A i Cd

As far as Hungary is concerned, it seems to me thet the Soviet forces
will indeed 1eave Hun ary., : ,

td ¥ SRS B T BN I !

As for the degree to whicﬁ the reality proeeede es I thought, I rlmembei
around one weck ago there was a general conviction here that Rokossovsky would
be Minister of Defense, I was stating ublicly that he would not be Minister
of Defense, that they would 1i uidate hﬁm completely, And it happened
yesterday., Although I must eay that I did not foresee that the procesé would
teke place so soon, I thought thet it would teke place three months after
the general elections, which are supposed to teke place in January, Well, it
took plece yesterday.

P&. Mbrris. Thank you very much, Mr. Bialer.
i AT g S o
Thenk you, Profeesor Kareii, for assisting us once again.' o
] % R . §
(Whereupon, the Subcommittee adjourned ) ,
“ G 5;w5 ‘ L ! ‘ ; E
The portion of Mr, Bieler‘s statement placed in the record by'l& Morris
at page 3 appears below:

0o o I3 v - ey . “ v | Py 1 ]
Ikmelenmenteeﬁ_Exents , ' |
] oy 4 R i - . N B .. ; "L"Zl" ! '!

The beginninge of the most reoent events in Poland are to be founc in
the second half of 1953, The development of events during the years 1353~
1956 can. be divided into the fqllowing periode. |

. if .

Ei:et_Eexindi__Seeend_H ﬁ.li_i_un&il.ihe_end.eﬁ_lﬂia . ,

o |

During this period, discussione w1thin the Pblish United WOrkera' Party

(PZPR) began, regarding errors in ecomomic policy and, above all, the police
methods of ruling the Party and the country, These discussions were not

widely mede publie, There were not even mass discussions within the Party,
The Farty leadership was not personally attacked, The Party lsadership,

following the example of the Soviet Union, began limiting the power of the
seeret police., Even in this period these limitations were greater in Foland’

than in R"ﬁﬁé%ved For Release 2004/06/23 : CIA-RDP58-00597A000200140032-2
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This period saw the ideological erisis within the Party develop with
great, forge, . Above all, this encompassed the Party intelligentsia. The
discugsions, in the Party Activ began to develop even at official meetings,
The voices of criticism began to reach the press, The criticism was very
frequently directed psrsonally against individuals from the Party leader-
ship, The power of the security apparatus lessened even more, To a great
degree it became isolated from the Party itself, where the concealed aversion
to the security. apparatus began to break out to the surface. The Party
leadership was forced under the pressure of the Party Activ on the highest
levels to declare democratization and a change in policies, but it retreated,
only step by step and began.to introduce. these changes into life only with
great delays and inconsistencies, Frequently the attempts made by the Party
leadership to restore calm to the Party Activ were unsuccessful, During
the . period 1955-56, opposition to the Party leadership grew significantly,
Within the Party, the Party Activ achieved a rather large measure of fresdom
of activity in comparison to Russia and the other Satellite Countries ~—
this despite the wishes of the Party leadership, The following convictions
resulted in the Party Activ:

. Either Fusslia takes a serious step ahead, on the roasd to de-Stalinization,
and in the meantime that which has already changed in the Party in Poland be
sanctioned and develop further, or else nothing will chenge in Russia and in
the meantime there will be a rightist-nationalist deviation in the Polish
Party, It should be stressed that both in the first en’ In the second period,
the movement against ths Party leadership, and in part, against the Soviets,
embreced in a mass fashion only the Party Activ and, above all, the party
intelligentsia, The Party masses did not emerge from their lethargy and the
overwhelming portion of the bureaucratic Party apparatus continued in its
practical work forward, however, even to a lessor extent than was postulated
in the speeches of the old leaders of the Party, The people just began to
feel certein changes in the situstion., Most of gll they began to become less
afraid--this because of the great lessening of police terror, They, however,
were gtill distrusgiful of these changes. They saw no conditions permitting
action and they did not know how to overcome their many years of silence.

The crieis which was developing within the Party was concesled from the
people by various means, R

%ﬂx%&mmgmmmmnmwmmwﬁaam:g

Ebrushener's gnti-~Stalinist campaign which devsloped in a controlled,
predeterigned manzer ln whs Scvist Urdon, evaded the control of the leadership
in Poland.. The jnterisl. Purty crisis broke through to the top and enccmpassed
the entire Party., Bizrut's sisence increaced the crisis, The chief force
in -the Party stepping out against the leadership continued to be the Party
intelligentsia, For the first time, however, in the whole post~Stalin period,
the masses began to move, The distressing economic situation which resulted
from the Six Year Plan and the .frequent promises of improvenent after Stalin's
death was espscially felt as the police terrcr was fundamentally weakened,

Fourih Pardod: June 1956 - Qctoher 1956,

At the VIIIth Flemm of the Central Committee of the Party in October
1956, the Politburo prescnted its resignation to the Central Committee.
Peraonnel .changes in-the Politburo were not accomplished through the removal
of certain members and co-opting new ones, but in the form of removing the
existing Politburo and electing a new one in its entirety, This 1s a fact
of great lmportance, characterizing the situation which unfolded in Polend
from June to October 1956, The form in which the election of the new Folitburo
was agcomplished is unheard of, With this it should be remembered that a
Party Corpress is to be held in March. Hence there was the possibility of a
peinless evolutionary changing of the Politburo, The change was accomplished,
however, in the severest form, This in reality rules out an svaluation of
these events whigh would gtate that this was a predetermined rlan, This was
& change resulting from a struggle and a critical situation,

‘What fordedﬁthe'Pblitburo,to'a collective‘resignation -~ in other words,

what developed in the period from June to October 19567 It appears that
the following were the factors: .

Approved For Release 2004/06/23 : CIA-RDP58-00597A000200140032-2 ‘




A L T,

Approved For Release 2004/06/23 : CIA-RDP58-00597A000200140032-2

|

-

.‘v~ll-‘=«~.;; i : ! R
W . 2 TN S

8. A basic undermjming, end in many aspects, loss of control by the
Party over 1ife in Poland, The most active strata of non-Party individuals
ceased being afreid, The Poznan events were only a small example of the :
tremendously explosive popular sentiment which arose in connection with .
political and economic matters, and wea approaching the point of explosion,
The hatred of the Folish people existed even in past years but, for the
firgt time, conditions grose which thregtened its explosion, The decline
of the authority of the State and of the leedership of the Party amopg the
people on the basis of the bankrupt policies of the leaderghip during the
pagt 10 years, the weakening of terror as well as irresolution in its .
present policies, was tremendous, It appears that this was the basic fact,
without which Gomulka's return as Firgt Segretary, in the fashion in which
1t wes accomplished, would not have‘beeg possible,

Pen o {‘, B j i» : 41»«‘ ‘. N ‘ LR l ‘ . ; o [
-b, " The decline of the Politburo's authgrity in the Party itself, The
dissolution of Party discipline had gone so far that the principle which
is the condition of the exigtence of ihe Pariy, namely, the principle that,
despite various views, once regolutions were made they must be followed, was,
undermined publicly, The dissqlution of Party discipline and the decline of'
the Politburo's guthority led not only to the fact that the comtrol of the
Party slipped out of the hands of the leaderghip but it alsp made the mastering
of the situation among the people unususlly difficult, The Party was no
longer a well-oiled machine executing orders of the leadership pgainst the
pécple, If we speak of the rank-and-file of Party members, of whom the
overwhelming portion was never Communist but entered the Party either uader
force or for economic gain or for career purposes, then this mass of the
membership diffused, so to speak, among the people and lost its separat~
identity.

RN . . ot ¥

Pl ow ot - R L ' ]
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¢, The decided gpposi?ip& againgt the éa;ty leadership on the pari of
the Party 1§teiiigpqpq;a which, in meny articles in the press, expressed in
reality a yote of no confidence regarding the leadership, did not recognize
its leadersbip, and more important, passed from discussion to practicel ‘.
activity, The Party intelligentsia transformed itself from being a connecting
link between Party leadership and the Party and the people, to a group
separating the Politburo from tpe”?axgyvgpq nop-Farty individuals.

o Lt Lot R S R T e A0 i Eoieo :

d, There was'lack,éf ﬁnigy in the Politburo, divergence of opinion, lack
of a figure with sufficient authority and popularity who could unify the
Politburo, In such an iptense period, the Politburo did not have a clear
prbgfam ¢f action or a platform for change, The situation demanded -- if
everything was not to disintegrate -- a decisive program, even a Stalinist
one, which vi{th the aid of terror could atiempt to megter the situation, or
e prografi’ of far-reaching changes which would prevent an outburst and wculd
everitially permit ‘the recovery of leadership within and beyond the Party, ,
In the meantime, the policies of the Party leadership during the period June--
Octobeér was a policy of stabilization, Hence, a policy which was not oue
in fevor of withdrawal, but at the same time, one indecisive in regard to
further developments, Hence this wes not.e policy of real power, It appesrs
that the wavering end lack of a platform of action by the Politburo resulted
amodg other things from divergence within the Politburo, indecision, the
burdens of the past and lack of strength in it varioys components, Beyond
this, even if some group or individuals in the Politburo had a decigive,
program for ‘a change, perhaps one no different than the present platform of
Gomulka, it is posgible that they lacked authority to bring about its
realization, A AT e L

o, *The lack of unity in the Centrgl Comnithee and the decline of |
authority of the Politburo in the Central Compittee, The Central Committee
could be persuaded but it could no lenger be dictated to. A part of the
Central Committee gtopped belleving thet the situation in Poland could te
mastered by the directorship of the then reigning Folitburo,

i

f, The actual situstion in Poland and in the, Soviet Bloc bad immerse
significance, First, the crigis of the Polish economy and the political
forms of ruling Poland were revealed with grest force, Secondly, the
weskening of Soviet control and the decline of the authority of the Soviet
lesdership had develgped to the_point where publicly amnounced grders. by
the Mcacow dictators were sometimes disregarded, (For example, Bulganin's
commend, inﬁlﬁdéd in}his speechqof 22 July 1956 in Warsaw.) . f

e W . v i
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Dynanic Forces Behind the Incidents in Polsnd.

‘In the present situation in Poland, two dynamic forces led to the

exﬁétﬁjg“ Ftate ’off' affairs, ‘

The first force is the active pregpure exerted for the firgt time since
the 'War’ by Yarge proups of people, expecially factory workers. and working
and uni:vérq’fty youth. The bapic character of this pressure is anti-Soviet ’
favoring full independence of Foland from the Soviet Uniom, Tt is also anti-
Compiitid gt, " It Ehould be stregeed, however, that the anti-Soviet sentiment
in Poland ip of greater strength than anti-Communigt feelings., At the present
time, the chief enemy 1s the Soviet Union,

The sécond force is the pressure exerted by a large segment of the Party
againgt the Soviet Union for the acquisition of independence from the Soviet
Party in internal matters, Itp eim is greater freedom within the Party in
public life and a gerious reqrganization of the economic structure of tLhe
country, The main stress is on internal reforms, The question of separation
from ‘the %ﬁet I}niqn is only a necessary pre-condition for this,

The two dynamic forces came together and, in some cases, blended under
the impact of present incidents in Poland, For a certain period of tine,
“thelr interest bpceme the game, In practice, & temporary sllience was
conclyded Joining both forces in the matter of gaining & greater measure of
independence from the Soviet Union, ‘The degree to which both of these forces

want indeperdence from the Soviet Union ig different, The reagon why both

of thesé forces want independence from the Soviet Union is also different, but

for the’ ;}:’eﬁeix_t ‘moment they haeve & common ayenue of getion, . .

The objectives of these two forcss in internsl matters are, generslly
epeaking, completely different, but again the direction of their activity
has, at the present moment, a number of common points, These are not opposed
to the objectives of the people, that is, the internal changes in the sconomy
and the politicel life which are desired by groups in the party who have come
out in favor of changes, The people do not want to stop at these changes,
because 'R:;hey"are opposed to Communism even if it is improved.

The two forces which were mentioned above are not isolated from each
other, They mutually react on one another, The principal directions of
this reaction could be described in the following manmer:

] . - ‘ « . .

The influence of the attitudes and activities of the people on the changes
desired by groups in the Party depends primarily on the fact that, as to date,
the Party :].p ‘being forced in the direction of more responsible activity,
Propogels ere put forth which go further than the Party itself would want,

This favors Putting forth et the lead the most radicel elements in the Party
and in"the{'.lgadegghip who, without the existence of the first force, would
never 8o '64éily have obteined their present position and would not have so
strong a position, As far as Gomulka is concerned, it would seem very unlikely
that, without the existence of the tremendous pressure of the first force, he
could have achieved his present position, Hence, with the existence of this
first ‘forde, he found support not only from the side of hig adherents in the
Party but elso from the side of many cpponents who saw in him a lightning-rod

which*¢ould gbsorb the more threatening incidents and could wesken the anti-

Cormunist pressure of the firat force, Parenthetically speaking, the difference
betwesn Hihgaxy and Foland is based, among other things, on the fact, that,

in Poland, 'gomulka achlieved power before the revolutionary outbreak in the
Capital and fulfilled to & large extent the role of a lightning-rod, In
Bungary, on the other hand, Imre Nagy was brought to power in the course of

the revolutionary outbreak and was incapable of mastering the situation,

Beyond thip, the influence of the first force results in the fact that the

Party has s stronger position in dealing with Moscow, (This applied, above

all, to“buch & situation where the first force does not lead to mass anti-

Commurist uprisings,)

The opposite influence of the activity and work of segments of the Party
who daaire\dﬁang;e, on the activity and attitudes of the population is such
that, if the desired changes favored by elements of the Party come to the
fore, and’are sufficiently radical, they will ameliorate the anti-Communigt
ectivity by the population, This is for the short-run at the present time,
By placating certain demands of the people and setting forth prospects of
righting the political and economic situation, they help neutrslize the anti-
Commurdsm of the firet group or, strictly speaking, defer its expression to
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the future, It seems, hosever, that the long-range effect of deferriné the
solution of this problem, can be different inagmuch as it will embolden
the first force and create a better climate for its activity,

Inesmuch as, in the present situation in Poland, there cccurred a
temporary alliance of both forces, it is certain that, together with this
development, & moment must come when the flirst force will press forward and
the second force will not want to move shead, And hence, the time will come
when the permanent contradictory interests outweigh the temporary coaléscencé
of interests, It seems that, given the situation which now obtains, it canndt
be said that thers mugt come a% this moment a stoppage of further chandas by
the Party. Under the constant pressure from the bottom and in strengthsning
the rightist forces in the Party, it is possible that there will be an
evolutionary development which will transform Poland into a country of aver
increasing elements of real democracy, ‘

It eppears that, for the most desirable development of events in the
future, that is, such which could harm a retrogressive trend and simultaneously
press the leaders contimmously forward in the direction of change, it would
be necessary to have & situation where the uprising of the masses would be
a primery potential threat but that the movement of the masses would take
a peaceful form but not an uprising such as took place in Hungary.

Faidini e
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